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The Mereury, Saturday 18 February 1095, p.5
The Meroury, Monday 20 March 1995, 1.5

9.1.3 Wehsites

ABC, Austyalia’s oldest single span wooden bridge facing concrete fature after Christmas eve fire:
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-02-21 ftasmania-tunbridge-wooden-span-bridge-fight-over-
fix/11982066

hitp://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/nsweultureheritage/ConvictSitesAlongTheWay htm

9.2 Primary Materials

g.2.1 Published Sources

Ross, J, The Hobart Town Almanack, for the year 1829, James Ross: Hobart Town, 1829
g.2,2 Archival Materials

TAMO, C801/1/316/ 7578, Nominal List of Inquisitions held by Mr Anstey on the bodies of twenty two
persons murdered by the Abarigines from the 8" November 1826 to the 31 December 1830

g.2.4 Historic Plans, Images etc

TATO, AF395/1/ 14, Map - Exploration Chart 2 - South Hsk, Macquarie and Elizabeth Rivers - surveyor
W Wedge Darke

TAHO, The Weekly Courier, Thursday 22 November 1917, p.17

g.2.4 Personal Corununications

Pers. Comm., Vineent Tang (State Growlh} 25 March 2015

Bmail, Darren McConton {State Growth) to Lillian Reardon {State Growth}, 16 April 2015
Email, Jan Berger {RMS) to James Puustiner (Austral Tasmania), 27 March 2015

Email, Tillian Reardon (State Growth) to Darren McConnon {State Growth), 15 April 2015

Blaclunan River Bridge, Tunbridge: May z202%
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History: The first bridge across the Biackman River, vary ciose to the iocation of the present bridge, was consiructed
by convic! road gangs working under Major Thomas Bell, Van Dleman’s Land's Acting Engineet snd
Inspestor of Public Works, who had the task of building the first line of road betwaen Habart and
Launcasion. This bridge was a primitive tiniber caussway about 30 metres long and was finishad by 1822
(John Thompson, A Road in Van Diemen's Land, Bepartment of Infrastructure. Resources and Energy,
Habert, 2004, p 45).

By the mid-1840s tha kown of Tunbridge was established. there was an inn there, a police station, a convict
barracks and a Jew coltages. Caplain Frederick Forih, the Suparintendent of Puhiic Works, had charge of
repairs and rerouling of the Maln Raad. He had compieted a lot of this work with the use of convict labour,
when in July 1847 he was dismissad fram his positlan for incompetence. At the time, {he bridge across the
Jordan River at Jericho was underway and Forlh had developed designs and specifications for a new
Blackman River bridge at Tunbrigga.

The incoming Superintendent of Public Works was William Pordon Kay, whom Li-Governar Frankiin had
brought out lo Van Diemen's Land as Colonial Archileed a faw years earlier. On 12 August 1847 Kay
reported 1o the Colomial Secretary that in his view the completion of a new hridge across the Blackman River
was secandary In Impostance to the completion of the maln road; he thought that the old timber. bridge could
be made passable, and that with low river tevels in the summer the Tunbridge ford could be used as an
allomative.

Kay recommendsd that whee the bridge was bust, the work should be carled gut not by convicts but by
private centract. He advised that there was a good supply of focal fresstons thal eould be quartied within a
mile of the tridge site, as well as ironatong on the spol if thal were required. Sawn timber, though, was
double the Hobart price and fime had to be brought in from either Launceston o Botbweil,

i.1-Govarnor Eardley-Wimet took Kay's advice and tenders were called. On 12 Seplember the plan and
specifications (drawn up by Forih) as well as four fencers were passed to the Colonmial Sacrelary. itis
recorced thal Graharn Walker was contracted Lo detiver 1,000 bushals of lime. needed for ihe bridge, hut the
name bf the successful tenderer for the actuat bridge building has nol come to fight ( TAMO: €SO 24/16/354).
The bridge was probably compietad i 1848,

Within & fow years, the Blackman River bridge featured in the Tasmantan story of the Youny Irefanders .,
These seven Jeaders of the falled 1848 vprising at Ballingarry, Caunty Tippearary, ware exiled 1o Van
Diemen's Land , arriviag between 1849 and 1850 Inittally, each was sentenced 1o resite within a separale
distrlct of the istand, the boundaries of which he was not parmitted to crass, One-of the rebals, Thomas
O'Meaghe:, lived at Ross, and gnother, Kevin O'Daherly, Hved 31 Qaliands in the district immediately te the
south, The border batween the fwo disliils was the Blackman River, and there at the middle piar of the.
Blackman River Britdge at Tunbridge O'Meagher and O'Doherly used to meet on Mondays, while technically
niot leaving their aitotted districts. At thelr second such meeting, the pair christened the middie pier of the
bridge the Irish Pier. The Monday meslings conlinued for several months until they Iransterrad 1o Lake
Barel, the meeling point of three distdets, O'Meagher's, O'Duherly's and that of another axiled Iish rebel,
John Mardin, who hved at Bothwell {Thomas Francis Meagher: the Making of an irish Ametican (eds. dohn M
Hearne & Rory T Cornish), leish Academic Press, Qublin, 2008, p.106-122; Blanche M Fourdll, Witliam Smith
O'Brign and His kish Revolutianary Companions in Penal Exile, Urlversity of Missouri Press, Golumbla,
1881, p.41). The meetings of O'Meagher and O'Dubery on the Blackman River Bridge at Tunbridge have
been fhe subject af re-enactments (pets. com., Mary Ramsay, 19 Jan 2010}

The Blackman River briige st Tunbridge was used by vehicuiar traffic passing between Hobart and
Launceston unkil 1972, when the town was bypassed by the new Midland Highway. At about Ihis time, the
three bays of the bridge were supported by steel cylinders filed with concrete (Roy Smith, Eatly Tesmantan
Bridges, sell-published, Launcesion, 1969, p.37). These were probably installed to support the heavy tnucks
which then used tha road. Such Irucks caused consideratle damage lo the bridge when it fermed par of the
main Hobart to Launceston road, several of its freeslane blacks having been knocked info the Blackman
River.

in 1873 the bridge was restored to close to is ariginal candifion, and the blocks in the river were hoisted up
and replaced in their former positions (Mercufy, 11 Aprit 1973). The steel cylinders were probatly removed al
the same time. They were carainty no longer in place In 2009, and the bridge is now much a3 it was whan
constructed. It is often described as the otdest timber sparned bridge in Austratia

thitp:/fwrww tasmaniacentral tas. gov.aulsite/page cim7u=245).

Thursday, Fabrary 18 2021 Page 2¢0f3

Elackanat River Bridge, Tuibridge: ) ) May 2021
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Stafement of ‘The Tunbridge Bridge is of histaric suiturat heritage significance for its ability lo demonstrate the
Significance: davelopment of ihe former Maln Ling of Road betwaen Hovart ant Leunceston, the bridge being a key
{non-Statttory river crossing and stopover point on the Read fram &1822 lo £3970. The bridge [s aiso of engineering
summaiy} slgnificance as one of {he oidest surviving timber spanned bridges in Australia, 2nd in demansteating

enginasring wohstruction methads ard datailing from the mid-nineleenth ceatury, |t atsa has
associalions with the Young trelander rebels who wers exfiad to Van Dismens Land in the Tate 18408,
Two of their number met regularly on the bridge in 1848,

Significance:

The Haritage Council may enter a place in the Herltage Register if it meets ane or more of the foliowing criterla fom the
Historic Cubtural Heritage Act 1995

a)  The place is Important to the course or pattern of Tasmania's histary.

The Tunbrigge Bridge Is of historlc cultural heritage signiitance because it demonsirates the development of the
former Main Line of Road between Hobart and Launceston, the bridge being a key river crossing and the township
being a keystopover point on the Road from ¢1822 o c1870. 1t also demonstratas Ine working of the convict Iabour
system in the firsthalf of the 19th centiry and the evelutian of public infrastructure. The {lat timber girder bridge is of
& type favoured in Tasmanian road works from the 1840s, distinct from the masonry arch road bridges such as the
one al Kemgion which preceded il

b}  The place possesses Uncommon of rare aspects of Tasmania's hislory.

The Tunbridge Bridge is of historic cuflural hesilage signifcance because 1 is one of the aldest surviving
imber-spanned bridges in Australia. Unfike the road bridges &l Melton Mowbray and Jericho, this bridge has retained
its tirnber decking.

¢)  The place has the polentia! to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s
history,

No Data Recorded
d)}  The place |s important in demonstratlng the principal characterlstics of a class of place In Tasmanla's
history.

The Tunbridge Bridge is of historic cultural héritage sighificance bacause it demonstrates the principat charactarislics
aof & simple bridge constructad with 2 wholg-fog deck laid bietween a seties of stone plers, The decorative realment of
the stonework is of special interast.

3

¢)  The place ls impartant in demonstrating a high degree of ar techaical achievement.
Mo Data Regorded

f The place has & strong or spectal association with a particular commmnity or cultural group lor seclal or
spiritual reasons.

HNa Data Recorded

g} The place has a speclal assoclation with the Hife or warks of a person, or group of persons, of importance in
Tasmania's history,

The Tunbridge Bridge Is of historic cultural heritage significance bacause of Hts special assocdation with the Yourg
sretanders, who were sxited fo Van Diemen's Land following the falted rebeffion of 1848. During 1849 two of their
number, Thomas O'Maeagher and ievin O'Dohierty, met on the bridge regularly, it being the berder of the separate
districts o which the pair had been exiled. These mastings have been the sutiect of re-enactments.

h}  The place Is imporiant In exhibling particular aesthetic characteristics.
Mo Data Recorded
PLEASE NOTE  This data sheet is inlended to provide sufficient information end jusfification for listing the place on the
Herilage Register. Under the lagislation, only one of the ¢rileria needs to be met. The data sheet is not

intended o ba a comprehensive inventory of the herilage values of the place, there may be other hetitage
values of infarest to the Heritage Councl not currently acknowladged.

Thursday. Febnsary {8, 2021 Fage3of3

Blackman River Bridge, Tunbridge: ) May zozi
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Our ref: No PID available Blackman River Bridge Tunbridge

09 June 2022
Pitt & Sherry
GPO Box 94
HOBART TAS 7000
Dear Sir/Madam
Amendment to Planning Permit No DA 2020/145
Alterations to Bridge
Blackman River Bridge Tunbridge
* Amended Permit dated 09 June 2022 — Issued in accordance with TASCAT

decision 29/21P.

The Permit relates to the development and use of the land irrespective of the applicant
or subsequent occupants and whoever acts on it shall comply with all conditions
attached thereto.

Should you wish to discuss the above further please contact me on 6259 3011.

Yours faithfully

&

Louisa Brown
Planning Officer
Development & Environmental Services

Phone (03) 62545056 (direct line)
Ibrown@southernmidlands.tas.gov.au

Address all correspondence to: The General Manager, PO Box 21, Oatlands, Tasmania 7120
Oatlands Office: 71 High Street, Oatlands 7120 Phone (03) 62545000 Fax (03) 6254 5014
Kempton Office: 85 Main Street, Kempton 7030 Phone (03) 62545050
Email Address: mail@southernmidlands.tas.gov.au Web: www.southernmidlands.tas.gov.au
ABN 68 653 459 589

Attachment 16.1.2 Southern Midlands Council - D A 2020-145 Tunbridge Bridge TASCAT
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Our Ref:No PID available Blackman River Bridge Tunbridge
DA 2020/ 00145

09 June 2022
Pitt & Sherry
GPO Box 94
HOBART TAS 7000

Dear Sir/Madam

Amendment to Planning Permit N° DA 2020/145 Alterations to Bridge
Blackman River Bridge Tunbridge

*Amendment dated 09 June 2022 - Amended Permit Issued in accordance with
TASCAT decision 29/21P

Council has issued this Permit, subject to the conditions set out below, for the
development and use Alterations to Bridge at the land situated at Blackman River Bridge
Tunbridge and described as Certificate of Title 214293/14 and submitted by Pitt & Sherry
obo Department of Primary Industries, Park, Water & Environment.

This Permit will lapse after a period of two (2) years from the date on which it was
granted if the use or development in respect of which it was granted has not
substantially commenced within that period.

CONDITIONS

The use or development must be carried out substantially in accordance with the
application for planning approval, the endorsed drawings and reports and with the
conditions of this permits must not be altered or extended without the further written
approval of Council.

Amendment
1) Amended Permit, Condition 4 — Issued in accordance with TASCAT decision
29/21P

Address all correspondence to: The General Manager, PO Box 21, Oatlands, Tasmania 7120
Oatlands Office: 71 High Street, Oatlands 7120 Phone (03) 62545000 Fax (03) 6254 5014
Kempton Office: 85 Main Street, Kempton 7030 Phone (03) 62545050
Email Address: mail@southernmidlands.tas.gov.au Web: www.southernmidlands.tas.gov.au
ABN 68 653 459 589

Attachment 16.1.2 Southern Midlands Council - D A 2020-145 Tunbridge Bridge TASCAT
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Blackman River Bridge Tunbridge
DA 2020/145

Discretionary
Heritage Place

PLANNING PERMIT N° DA 2020/145
Alterations to Bridge
Blackman River Bridge Tunbridge

Council has issued this Permit, subject to the conditions set out below, for the Alterations
to Tunbridge Bridge (Blackman River Bridge) at the land situated at Blackman River
Bridge Tunbridge, as described and submitted by Pitt & Sherry obo Southern Midlands
Council.

This Permit will lapse after a period of two (2) years from the date on which it was
granted if the use or development in respect of which it was granted has not
substantially commenced within that period.

CONDITIONS

General

1)

2)

The use or development must be carried out substantially in accordance with the
application for planning approval, the endorsed drawings and with the conditions
of this permit and must not be altered or extended without the further written
approval of Council.

This permit shall not take effect and must not be acted on until 15 days after the
date of receipt of this letter or the date of the last letter to any representor,
whichever is later, in accordance with section 53 of the Land Use Planning and
Approvals Act 1993.

Heritage

3)

That the installation of a concrete deck is not approved. Specifications for a
timber deck must be provided to the satisfaction of Council’'s Planning Officer
prior to the commencement of works. If possible, this is to be constructed by
traditional methods using Australian hardwood, however an alternative
methodology may be considered provided that timber is the predominant
material.

Address all correspondence to: The General Manager, PO Box 21, Oatlands, Tasmania 7120
Oatlands Office: 71 High Street, Oatlands 7120 Phone (03) 62545000 Fax (03) 6254 5014
Kempton Office: 85 Main Street, Kempton 7030 Phone (03) 62545050
Email Address: mail@southernmidlands.tas.gov.au Web: www.southernmidlands.tas.gov.au
ABN 68 653 459 589

Attachment 16.1.2 Southern Midlands Council - D A 2020-145 Tunbridge Bridge TASCAT
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4) That the steel railings must be of a specification and an assessment of their
potential to negatively impact upon the stone bridge abutments and pylons must
be undertaken further to Section 3.5 of the Blackman River Bridge Structural
Assessment (Pitt & Sherry 13/5/2021). Specifications to achieve this must be
provided to the satisfaction of Council's Planning Officer prior to the
commencement of works.

5) The recommendations for sandstone repair/conservation of Section 6 of the
Blackman River Bridge, Tunbridge, Detailed Fabric Assessment (Peter Spratt,
14/4/2021) must be implemented as part of any superstructure renewal works.

Heritage Tasmania

6) Compliance with any conditions or requirements of the Tasmanian Heritage
Council in the attached ‘Notice of Heritage Decision’ No. 6420 dated 24 August
2021 (as attached).

Environmental Management Plan

7) The applicant shall provide Council with an approved copy of the Environmental
Management Plan.

Services

8) The developer must pay the cost of any alterations and/or reinstatement to
existing services, Council infrastructure or private property incurred as a result of
the development. Any work required is to be specified or undertaken by the
authority concerned.

Protection of Water Quality

9) Before any work commences a soil and water management plan (SWMP)
prepared in accordance with the guidelines Soil and Water Management on
Building and Construction Sites, by the Derwent Estuary Programme and NRM
South, must be approved by Council's Development and Environmental Services
before development of the land commences (refer to advice below). The SWMP
shall form part of this permit when approved.

Address all correspondence to: The General Manager, PO Box 21, Oatlands, Tasmania 7120
Oatlands Office: 71 High Street, Oatlands 7120 Phone (03) 62545000 Fax (03) 6254 5014
Kempton Office: 85 Main Street, Kempton 7030 Phone (03) 62545050
Email Address: mail@southernmidlands.tas.gov.au Web: www.southernmidlands.tas.gov.au
ABN 68 653 459 589
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10) Before any work commences install temporary run-off, erosion and sediment

controls in accordance with the recommendations of the approved SWMP and
maintain these controls at full operational capacity until the land is effectively
rehabilitated and stabilised after completion of the development in accordance
with the guidelines Soil and Water Management on Building and Construction
Sites, by the Derwent Estuary Programme and NRM South and to the
satisfaction of Council’'s Development and Environmental Services.

Construction Amenity

9)

10)

11)

12)

The development must only be carried out between the following hours unless
otherwise approved by the Council's Manager of Development and
Environmental Services:

Monday to Friday 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sunday and State-wide public holidays 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

All works associated with the development of the land shall be carried out in such
a manner so as not to unreasonably cause injury to, or prejudice or affect the
amenity, function and safety of any adjoining or adjacent land, and of any person
therein or in the vicinity thereof, by reason of:

a. Emission of noise, artificial light, vibration, odour, fumes, smoke, vapour,
steam, ash, dust, waste water, waste products, grit or otherwise.

The transportation of materials, goods and commodities to and from the land.
Obstruction of any public footway or highway.

Appearance of any building, works or materials.

© aoo

Any accumulation of vegetation, building debris or other unwanted material
must be disposed of by removal from the site in an approved manner. No
burning of such materials on site will be permitted unless approved in writing
by the Council’'s Manager of Development and Environmental Services.

Public roadways or footpaths must not be used for the storage of any
construction materials or wastes, for the loading/unloading of any vehicle or
equipment; or for the carrying out of any work, process or tasks associated with
the project during the construction period.

The developer must make good and/or clean any footpath, road surface or other
element damaged or soiled by the development to the satisfaction of the Council’s
Manger of Works and Technical Services.

Address all correspondence to: The General Manager, PO Box 21, Oatlands, Tasmania 7120
Oatlands Office: 71 High Street, Oatlands 7120 Phone (03) 62545000 Fax (03) 6254 5014
Kempton Office: 85 Main Street, Kempton 7030 Phone (03) 62545050
Email Address: mail@southernmidlands.tas.gov.au Web: www.southernmidlands.tas.gov.au
ABN 68 653 459 589
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The following advice applies to this permit:

A. This Planning Permit is in addition to the requirements of the Building Act 2016.
Approval in accordance with the Building Act 2016 may be required prior to works
commencing. A copy of the Directors Determination — categories of Building
Work and Demolition Work is available via the Customer Building and
Occupational Services (CBOS) website.

B. If you notify Council that you intend to commence the use or development before
the date specified above you forfeit your right of appeal in relation to this permit.

C. This planning approval shall lapse at the expiration of two (2) years from the date
of the commencement of planning approval if the development for which the
approval was given has not been substantially commenced. Where a planning
approval for a development has lapsed, an application for renewal of a planning
approval for that development shall be treated as a new application.

D. Appropriate temporary erosion and sedimentation control measures during
construction include, but are not limited to, the following -

a. Minimise site disturbance and vegetation removal;

b. Diversion of up-slope run-off around cleared and/or disturbed areas, or
areas to be cleared and/or disturbed, provided that such diverted water
will not cause erosion and is directed to a legal discharge point (e.g.
temporarily connected to Council’'s storm water system, a watercourse or
road drain);

c. Sediment retention traps (e.g. sediment fences, straw bales, grass turf
filter strips, etc.) at the down slope perimeter of the disturbed area to
prevent unwanted sediment and other debris escaping from the land;

d. Sediment retention traps (e.g. sediment fences, straw bales, etc.) around
the inlets to the stormwater system to prevent unwanted sediment and
other debris blocking the drains; and

e. Rehabilitation of all disturbed areas as soon as possible.

Dated 22 September 2021
* Amended Permit dated 09 June 2022 — Issued in accordance with TASCAT
decision 29/21P

£

Louisa Brown
Planning Officer
Southern Midlands Council

Address all correspondence to: The General Manager, PO Box 21, Oatlands, Tasmania 7120
Oatlands Office: 71 High Street, Oatlands 7120 Phone (03) 62545000 Fax (03) 6254 5014
Kempton Office: 85 Main Street, Kempton 7030 Phone (03) 62545050
Email Address: mail@southernmidlands.tas.gov.au Web: www.southernmidlands.tas.gov.au
ABN 68 653 459 589
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